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§ Population – about 30 Million

ü Growth rate of 3.2% per year

ü About 85% of the population lives in rural 
areas

ü Dependent on agriculture, specifically 
subsistence farming

§ National Electricity Access – about 10%

§ Rural Electrification Access – about 5%

§ Policy and Legislative Instruments Supporting

Rural Electrification

A. BACKGROUND
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ü Energy Policy (2002) promotes “increased 

access to modern affordable energy services 
as a contribution to poverty eradication”

ü Electricity Act (1999) which liberalized the 
Sector and created the Rural Electrification
Fund (REF)

ü Rural Electrification Strategy and Plan (2001) 
– emphasizing private sector participation

A. BACKGROUND (CONT.)
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ü Statutory Instrument No. 75 of 2001 which 
established the REF and the Rural Electrification 
Agency (REA) and Rural Electrification Board 
(REB)

ü Renewable Energy Policy (2007) which provides 
incentives for investments in grid connected 
generation plants and generation for independent 
grids.

A. BACKGROUND (CONT.)
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§ Main Objective

To enable Government promote the rural electrification 
programme through public and private sector 
participation in a coordinated manner, with a clear idea 
on future options available for accessing electricity 
services to different areas, regions, communities and 
economic activities.

§ Specific Obj ectives

i. Package at least five grid connected short-term Priority 
Rural Electrification Projects (PREPs) for private 
sector development through a competi tive process

B. IREMP OBJECTIVES
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§ Specific Obj ectives (Cont.)

ii. Gather information on regional demand profiles and 
the costs on-grid, isolated grid and stand alone 
projects, to be included in the Rural Electrification Data 
Base for use by the various stakeholders.

iii. Establish priorities for public and private investments in 
underserved rural areas, including for “regional equity 
projects”.

iv. Indicate a 10-year least cost investment plan for 
expansion of the national distribution network in rural 
areas.

B. IREMP OBJECTIVES (CONT.) 
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§ Connect at least 450,000 new rural consumers over a 
10-year period

C. IREMP TARGETS

Period Grid Off-Grid Total
Per 

Period
Per 

Annum
Per 

Period
Per 

Annum
Per 

Period
Yr 1 & 2 150,000 75,000 50,000 10,000 300,000
Yr 3 to 5 100,000 33,333
Yr 6 to 10 100,000 20,000 50,000 10,000 150,000
Total 350,000 100,000 450,000
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D. MASTER PLANNING PROCESS

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Step 5

Step 6

Establish Potential Demand

Assess Available and Preferred On 
and Off-Grid Technologies

Identify Grid Projects and Evaluate
Financial Implications

Identify Off-Grid Projects and Evaluate
Financial Implications

Prioritized Projects

Aggregate Prioritize Projects and
Present as IREMP

D.1 Schematic for the Planning Process


