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FACTS AND FIGURES 

• Location – Southern Africa, landlocked by;
– Republic of South Africa, Zambia, Namibia, 

Zimbabwe
– Surface Area 582,000 square kilometers  

• Population – 2001 census de facto; 1,694m
– Males 820,000      Females 874,000

• GDP  growth – average rate of 5.5% per annum 
• Poverty – 2001; 23% lived less than US$1 per day
• Literacy rate – 85%
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POLICY PRONOUNCEMENT ON 
ENERGY

• National Vision – ‘Vision 2016’; 
– Prosperous, productive and innovative nation

• National Development Plan 
– Provision of affordable, environmentally friendly and 

sustainable energy sources
• Draft National Energy Policy 

– Improve access and affordability of energy services
• Botswana Power Corporation

– ‘… rendering quality electrical services that are 
affordable, efficient and environmentally prudent.’

POLICY PRONOUNCEMENT ON 
ENERGY

‘Vision 2016’; 
Prosperous, productive and innovative nation

National Development Plan 
Provision of affordable, environmentally friendly and 
sustainable energy sources

Draft National Energy Policy 
Improve access and affordability of energy services

Botswana Power Corporation
‘… rendering quality electrical services that are 
affordable, efficient and environmentally prudent.’



IMPLEMENTATION STRUCTURES

MMEWR

• Energy sector governed
Energy and Water Resources

EAD
• Responsible for formulation and monitoring 

National energy programmes

BPC
• Implementation of electricity policy objectives
• Implementation of Rural Electrification Programme

IMPLEMENTATION STRUCTURES

governed by Ministry of Minerals 
Energy and Water Resources

formulation and monitoring of 
programmes and projects.

of electricity policy objectives
Implementation of Rural Electrification Programme



PRESENTATION OVERVIEW

• Rural electrification 

• Gender issues in electricity

• Opportunities for women 
involvement in grid intensification
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CURRENT RURAL ELECT. PROJECTS

• RE Botswana Programme (US$6.6m)
– Estimated 20, 000 PV customers by 2011

• 100 New Villages Electrification Project 
(P550m)
– Estimate >10, 000 new Grid customers by 2016

• 30 New Villages Electrificatio n Project 
(P115m)
– Estimate >3, 000 new Grid customers by 2016

• 12 Villages Network Extension (P20m)
• Estimate 2500 new Grid Customers by 2016)
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ELECTRIFICATION STATUS

• 300 out of 475  villages Electrified 
(~ 63% penetration)

• 47.6%  rural access 
domestic customers
–Access = connections/hh

• Average connection cost 
US$1,000.00
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ELECTRIFICATION PENETRATION

• DISTRICTS
• KGALAGADI 65%             

KGATLENG 95%              

• KWENENG 78%              
NGAMILAND 49%          

• SOUTHERN 56 %            
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56 %            GHANTSI 62%



COSTING METHODOLOGIES

a. Non – Grid Products
A product range (rechargeable lanterns and solar charging stations, solar 

electric systems, eff icient cooking devices)  package for RE Botswana 
is currently under development.

b. Corridor Standard Cos t Villages
Uniform Standard Cost within 500m plus Actual cost beyond 500m from 
an existing supply point (Villages electrified before 1999)

c. Non Corridor Standard Cos t Villages
Everybody within a village pays the same fee (Villages electrified 
during and af ter 1999 and villages that got their Networks Extended)
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THE “RE BOTSWANA” PROJECT
Renewable Energy-based Rural Electrification

– Government of Botswana and UNDP signed  Agreement in Oct 
2005

– BPC as Implementing Agency

– By 2011 ongoing programme established 

– Private sector led delivery via franchise company

– Targeting all rural households, businesses and Government 
facilities not connected to the grid.
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